IN LOCAL AREAS

September’s Unemployment Snapshot

Figure 1: September 2003 Unemployment Rates

Unemployment rates in Indiana counties ranged from 2.6% to 9.2%

] Above State Rate (35 counties)
[ Approx. Equal to State Rate (+/- 0.3) (17 counties)
[ 1 Below State Rate (40 counties)

State Unemployment Rate = 4.8% (nsa)

d St. Joseph Elkhart Lagrange Steuben
La Porte 3.9 6.2
6.1 4.4 4.2
Marshall Noble | De Kalb
4.0 Kosciusk 6.0 5.3
Starke 2 OSCIUSKOR—
7.5 3.6
) LL Whitley
New- | Jasper Pulaski | Fulton 6.3
ton - 6.0 5.8
5.7 - 5.0 Hunting
Cass 4 Wabash 202
White 54 :
7.7 6.8 \'j
Be:tgn I~ | Carroll Miami
: 5.0 Grant Black
J Howard 6.6 ford Jay
Warren | Tippe- 5.7 8.1 .
4.4 cagnge Clinton Tipton
) 4.6 4.2 Delaware 8
>3 | Mont: 59 49 | Randolph
Fountain| gomery Boone Hamilton Madison 6.6
3.7 35 2.7
: Henry Wayne
5 Marion | 49
= ( Parke Hendricks| B |Hancock 58
El48 | L. ez :C S 7 3.7 |
- 6 vinam ' Rush |Fayette|Union
4.2 92 |45
H Johnson Shelby 4.0
| Cla Morgan | 3¢ 4.2 Franklin
Vlgo Y owen 47 na
5. 5.2
5.0 Brown | Bartho- | Decatur 5
3.5 lomew | 3.0 9 bgr%r-
Sullivan G Monroe 1 r 35 . o
iple .
6.2 eene 26 ==\ Jennings 3% y
7.0 5.0 ' hio
Lawrence Jackson o /3.8
4.0 Jefferson S\é\ntszerland
6.4 1.7 .
Washington Sf%tt
Orange 6.4 :
7.9 12 Clark
Dubois 3.7
Gib Pik Floyd
a1 6.1 29 Cfa:’fgfd 3
' 3.9
Vander- Harrison
Posey | burgh Perry

Warrick
35 Spencer
3.3 4.3

Region outlines are Commerce regions.

Source: Monthly Labor Force Estimates, Indiana
Department of Workforce Development; map by IBRC

November / December 2003

ndiana’s non-seasonally adjusted

unemployment rate fell in

September to 4.8 percent. When
looking at the September to
September data from previous
years, the number of unemployed
has risen since September 2001, but
the pace has slowed significantly.
The year-over-year change also
shows jobs being added back into
Indiana’s economy.

Monroe County had the lowest
unemployment rate for the month at
2.6 percent, while Fayette county
posted a high at 9.2 percent.

Commerce Region 7 had 42,840
people seeking work in September,
accounting for approximately 28
percent of the state’s unemployed.
Commerce Region 1 had the
biggest improvement in its
unemployment picture from the
previous month, even though all
four of the counties within it still
had unemployment rates higher
than the state average.

The counties in Commerce
Region 11 have shown remarkable
improvement in their employment
situation when comparing year-
over-year September unemployment
rates relative to the state. In
September 2000, 10 counties had
unemployment rates approximately
equal to or above the state average.
By September 2003, only two
counties within Region 11 had
unemployment rates equal to or
above the state average.

—Amber Dodez-Kostelac, Data Manager,
I ndiana Business Research Center,
Kelley School of Business, Indiana
University
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