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somewhere in the automotive supply 

chain are among the largest employers 

(see Table 1). 

Consider that both Grant and 

Madison County—the hardest of the 

hardest-hit in terms of manufacturing 

losses—are particularly reliant on the 

health of General Motors.

The city of Marion, in Grant 

County, is home to a GM stamping 

plant that employs about 1,700. Then 

there’s Amcast Automotive in Gas 

City, a company supplying GM with 

aluminum wheels—at least until 

this spring. GM announced plans to 

ultimately find another supplier as part 

of its cost-cutting measures. Amcast 

filed for bankruptcy in December, just 

four months after emerging from its 

first one.1 The company’s future also

impacts Johnson County because of 

the Casting Technology Co. plant in 

Franklin, an Amcast subsidiary.

Meanwhile, Madison County is still 

dominated by GM spin-off companies, 

despite tremendous cutbacks over the 

past decade. Guide Corp. remains 

the county’s largest employer with 

2,100 workers, according to the 

Anderson Chamber of Commerce. 

The now-bankrupt Delphi ranks sixth. 

In 2003, Remy International closed 

its manufacturing facility in the city, 

but kept its headquarters there, which 

leaves it in the top 15 employers. In 

all, these three former GM companies, 

plus the ELSA Corp. (which produces 

exhaust systems and fuel tanks for 

Mitsubishi and Subaru), employ around 

3,900 workers. 

The data for the transportation 

equipment manufacturing subsector 

is only disclosable for four of the six 

counties. Of those, Wabash County had 

a net gain of 29 jobs between 2001:2 

and 2005:2. Madison County had the 

largest decrease, both numerically and 

on a percentage basis (-2,274 or -39 

percent). Johnson County dropped 31 

percent (-654 jobs) while Grant County 

fell 15 percent (-409 jobs). 

FIGURE 2: CHANGE IN MANUFACTURING JOBS, 2001:2 TO 2005:2

Source: IBRC, using Bureau of Labor Statistics data

Company City County Business Status Product 
Visteon Corp Connersville Fayette Branch Compressors, climate controls, condensers, evaporators and radiators 

Stant Manufacturing Connersville Fayette Headquarter 
Fuel, radiator and oil filler caps, automotive thermostats, onboard 
refueling vapor recovery (ORVR) valves, water outlets and testers for fuel 
and cooling systems, and automotive pressure testers 

General Motors Marion Grant Branch Metal body parts 
Dana Marion Grant Branch Axle, driveshaft, engine, frame chassis and transmission technologies 
Amcast Automotive Gas City Grant Branch Wheels 
KYB Manufacturing Franklin Johnson Single Location Shocks and struts 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Franklin Johnson Branch Climate control systems 
Delphi Energy & Chassis Anderson Madison Branch Ignition and generators 
ELSA Elwood Madison Single Location Auto exhaust systems and fuel tanks 
Remy International Anderson Madison Headquarter Starters and generators 
Guide Pendleton Madison Headquarter Auto lighting equipment, mirrors and lighting controls 
Dexter Axle North Manchester Wabash Branch Axles for trailer running gear 
GDX Automotive Wabash Wabash Branch Vehicle sealing, glass encapsulation and antivibration components 

TABLE 1: MANUFACTURING COMPANIES IN THE AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLY CHAIN WHO ARE AMONG THE COUNTY’S LARGEST EMPLOYERS 

Source: infoUSA and company websites 
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FIGURE 3: CHANGE IN TOTAL EMPLOYMENT, 2001:2 TO 2005:2

Source: IBRC, using Bureau of Labor Statistics data
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