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TABLE 2: INTRA-REGIONAL COMMUTING, 2000

To
From Blackford | Delaware | Fayette | Henry Jay Randolph | Rush | Union | Wayne
Blackford 3,654 802 - 4 406 20 2
Delaware 491 45,116 10 623 570 316 16 168
Fayette 22 8,095 33 - 491 211 986
Henry 5 1,467 173 12,712 18 54 522 704
Jay 185 1,027 - 6,231 223 2 38
Randolph 55 2,342 10 131 571 6,721 1 32 1,071
Rush 26 242 282 - 4,318 8 41
Union 1 241 10 4 7 10 1,263 790
Wayne 246 1,105 472 18 319 65 176 | 28,611

Source: IBRC, using U.S. Census 2000 data

(see Figure 3). This industry classification includes jobs such as legal, accounting,
engineering and advertising services.

Commuting

Of the approximately 143,200 people in the EGR 6 workforce (those who work in
the region, but live anywhere), 94 percent were also residents, according to Census
2000 data. There are just over 27,300 workers who live in Region 6 but commute
elsewhere for work. Where are these workers going? Not surprisingly, the counties
nearest the region are receiving the most workers (see Figure 4). Of Indiana’s

92 counties, eight received at least 1,000 workers from the region and 28 did not
receive workers from EGR 6 at all. Another 3,756 workers were sent out of state
to neighboring Ohio. Meanwhile, only one county outside the region (neighboring
Madison County) sent more than 1,000 workers into EGR 6 to work.

As far as intra-regional commuting is concerned, Delaware County received the
most workers from fellow EGR counties with more than 5,900 workers coming in
from the other eight counties. At the same time, Union County (the smallest county
in both population and area) received the fewest workers from the rest of the region
(see Table 2). Randolph County sent out more than any other regional county, over
half of which went to Delaware County; and Rush County contributed the fewest
workers to the rest of the region.

Conclusion

All in all, Economic Growth Region 6 has been struggling over the past few years.
Most likely, the decrease in jobs has contributed to the decrease in population.
Meanwhile, lower average wages compared to the rest of the state aren’t likely to
attract more people into the area, resulting in the higher number of people leaving
the region to find work compared to those coming into EGR 6.

—Molly Marlatt, Research Associate, Indiana Business Research Center, Kelley School of
Business, Indiana University
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