


Indiana’s most educated township was

Wabash, in Tippecanoe County, with 61.3

percent of its adults holding a bachelor’s

or higher degree. Tippecanoe and Monroe

counties are home to Indiana’s major pub-

lic universities. 

The designation for the most educated

city or town in Indiana goes to North

Crows Nest in northern Marion County,

where all the adults 25 and older are at

least high school graduates and 85 percent

have a bachelor’s degree or more.

The counties that made the greatest

advances in educational attainment were

Warren, Starke, Jennings, Scott and Craw-

ford. These mainly rural counties are

probably demonstrating an aging of the

population with older, less well-educated

persons dying or moving away.

But is the focus on the B.A. degree

masking other gains Hoosiers have made

in furthering their education past high

school?  Census data show that 45 percent

of adults in Indiana (25 and older, that is)

have at least some college education,

compared to 37 percent who stopped at

a high school diploma (or equivalen-

cy).

That translates into 1.7 million

Hoosiers who have:

• Some college, no degree—

19.7% or

• An associate degree—5.8%

or

• Completed a bachelor’s

degree—12.2% or

• Gone further and attained a

graduate or professional

degree— 7.2%

Between the censuses of 1990

and 2000, there was a 31 percent

decline in the population that had less

than a 9th grade education, signaling the

end of the era when people bypassed high

school altogether to work on the farm or

at the local plant (see Figure 5).
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Staff

at IU’s Indiana

Business Research

Center, part of the Kelley

School of Business, analyzed

the newly released Census data.

The center serves as the state’s

official liaison with the U.S.

Bureau of the Census and has been

working with the state and its locali-

ties to provide a full and accurate

count in the 2000 census. Assistance

in accessing the data is also avail-

able at the Indiana State Library,

partner in the Indiana Data Cen-

ter Program with the IBRC

and the Indiana Department

of Commerce. There are

58 affiliates

statewide.
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Figure 5: Indiana’s Percent Change in Educational Attainment, 1990 to 2000

The number of Indiana residents holding a Bachelor’s degree has increased 48% since 1990

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

IN the Spotlight
(continued from page 3)


