


IN the Spotlight
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Indiana’s most educated township was
Wabash, in Tippecanoe County, with 61.3
percent of its adults holding a bachelor’s
or higher degree. Tippecanoe and Monroe
counties are home to Indiana’s major pub-
lic universities.

The designation for the most educated
city or town in Indiana goes to North
Crows Nest in northern Marion County,
where all the adults 25 and older are at
least high school graduates and 85 percent
have a bachelor’s degree or more.

The counties that made the greatest
advances in educational attainment were
Warren, Starke, Jennings, Scott and Craw-
ford. These mainly rural counties are
probably demonstrating an aging of the
population with older, less well-educated
persons dying or moving away.

But is the focus on the B.A. degree
masking other gains Hoosiers have made
in furthering their education past high
school? Census data show that 45 percent
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decline in the population that had less
than a 9th grade education, signaling the
end of the era when people bypassed high
school altogether to work on the farm or
at the local plant (see Figure 5).

Figure 5: Indiana’s Percent Change in Educational Attainment, 1990 to 2000

The number of Indiana residents holding a Bachelor’s degree has increased 48% since 1990
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