IN THE NEWS

How Do You Say “Hoosier” in Spanish?
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Persons age 5 and over

etween 1990 and 2000, Indiana’s Hispanic population
increased by 117 percent, from
98,788 to 214,536. The infusion of
Hispanics into the state raises some
issues involving language incompatibilities, such as the need for bilingual
K-12 education or government forms
in Spanish. Recently released profiles
from Census 2000 are a major source
of new data for needs assessment in
the area of language.
The census long-form questionnaire
included questions about language
spoken at home and English-speaking
ability for all persons who were age
five or older. Statewide, 362,082 persons age five and over spoke a
language other than English at home.
A majority of these people have mastered English, with 60 percent having
been judged to speak English “very
well.” That still left 143,427 Indiana
residents with limited English-speaking ability in 2000.
Persons speaking Spanish in their
Indiana homes more than doubled
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