IN THE SPOTLIGHT: PART I

(approximately 77%). They include:
American Electric Power (AEP);
Indianapolis Power and Light
(IPALCO); Northern Indiana Public
Service Company (NIPSCO); PSI
Energy; and Southern Indiana Gas &
Electric Company (SIGECO) and
Indiana Gas Company, Inc., both part
of the Vectren Corporation.
Municipally owned electric utilities
account for about 14% of Indiana’s
generating facilities. Municipalities
with such facilities include Bluffton,
Crawfordsville, Fort Wayne, Jasper,
Logansport, Peru, Rensselaer and
(continued on back cover)

Figure 2: Indiana’s Electric Utility Industry
Three major components
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IN the Details

U.S. Economic Census Catalogs Mountain of Data
he U.S. Department of Commerce recently published
new statistics from the 1997 Economic Census.
Compiled from more than 5 million response forms, the
1997 Economic Census functions as the primary source
for data vital to both the public and private sectors, and
illustrates a portrait of the economy every five years,
from the national to the local level.
The Economic Census, mandated by federal law to be
collected every five years, is a confidential and industrycustomized survey that tabulates several key statistics for
industry, including the number of establishments, number
of employees, payroll and measure of output.
The 1997 Economic Census also marks the premiere of
a new business classification system that will be used to
measure the U.S. economy in the new century. The North
American Industry Classification System (NAICS)
contains measurements of the 21st-century economy
including, for the first time, information and high-tech
support services and entertainment sectors, among others.
The most efficient way to obtain the Economic Census
data, which is released in stages, is via the Internet, at
www.census.gov/econ97. The Census Bureau uses
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American Factfinder to give information-seekers quick
reports with highlights of available data. Users may
specify tailored queries and download results to their own
computers in a variety of formats. Highlights from the
data include:
• The U.S. information sector, including publishing,
motion pictures, broadcasting, telecommunications,
information and data processing services, generates 3.1
million jobs, a $129 billion annual payroll and $623
billion in receipts at 114,000 locations.
• The top five manufacturing subsectors, measured by
shipment value, are transportation equipment ($572
billion), computers/electronic products ($438 billion),
food ($424 billion), chemicals ($420 billion) and
machinery ($270 billion).
• The computer/electronic manufacturing sector
generates 1.7 million jobs, a $73 billion annual payroll
and $438 billion in shipments at 17,000 locations.
• The manufacturing sector employs the most people at
17 million, followed by the retail trade and the health
care/social assistance sectors, which each employ 14
million.
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